


Celebrating its 48th season in 2022-23, the NAHL, the only USA Hockey-sanctioned 
Tier II Junior league boasting 29 teams in 17 states from across North America. 

The NAHL is part of the USA Hockey National Junior Development Model, which 
includes the USHL and the US National Team Development Program. The NAHL 
works closely with NCAA College Hockey, the NHL, the USHL, and USA Hockey's 
National Development Program in order best serve as an imperative piece in the 
development system for collegiate and professional hockey. 

During the 2021-22 season, the NAHL had over 300 NCAA commitments for the sixth 
straight season, with over 76% of those being NCAA Division I commitments. 
Additionally, 32% of all NCAA Division I freshmen played hockey in the NAHL. Over 
the course of the last six seasons, 1,500+ NAHL players have made NCAA 
commitments and 32 have been drafted into the NHL. 
  
All NAHL hockey teams are privately owned and operate as a business similar in 
structure and business operations to those involving professional hockey teams. Such 
operations include ticket sales, corporate sales, broadcasting, and community-based 
initiatives and outreach programs. NAHL athletes are provided the opportunity to 
develop, learn, train, grow and succeed while playing for free. 

The NAHL's dedication to player development is demonstrated by the league's high-
profile annual exposure events like the NAHL Showcase in September, the NAHL Top 
Prospects Tournament, and the NAHL Robertson Cup Championship, which have all 
evolved into hockey's most prominent and popular of its kind and are a must-see for 
NCAA programs and NHL teams alike. 

The NAHL is unique in the fact that a vast majority of players begin their NAHL 
careers without an NCAA opportunity, but earn one through the course of their 
development in the league. 

http://nahl.com/


Craig Patrick - Co-owner  
& President
Craig Patrick, co-owner of the Bruins, has 
his hockey roots as a player, coach, and 
hockey parent. He became involved with 
the Bruins because of his passion for 
community service, youth development, 
and the game of hockey. Craig and his wife 
Michele live in Hudson, WI, and are proud 
to represent the Austin Bruins and all that 
they stand for in the community and in the 
development of junior hockey in 
Minnesota.

Mike Cooper - Co-owner 
& Vice President
Mike is entering his ninth season as co-
owner of the Bruins. He is very active in 
the community, oversees day-to-day 
operations, and has been residing in Austin 
for almost 20 years. In addition to the 
Bruins, Mike owns many Qdoba 
restaurants in the Southeastern Minnesota 
area including the one in Austin and was 
formerly the owner of several Papa 
Murphy’s franchises throughout Minnesota 
and Iowa. Mike, his wife Amy, and son Troy 
are happy to call Austin home and look 
forward to another great year.



https://www.facebook.com/cheersliquorminnesota/


Steve Howard – President of Hockey 
Operations/Head Coach
Steve Howard is entering his sixth season at the helm of the Bruins in 2022-23. 
He became the third head coach in Bruins history on May 1st, 2017 after 
spending the previous three seasons as an assistant coach for the Waterloo 
Black Hawks of the USHL. 
  
Howard played professionally in the ECHL, SPHL, and other domestic circuits, 
as well as in Europe and Asia from 2001 through 2008.  His first experience 
came as a player/assistant with the SPHL’s Columbus (GA) Cottonmouths in 
2006/07.  After retirement as a player, his career in coaching and skill 
development included work with the Minnesota Advancement Program and 
Michigan’s STRIDA Hockey.

Justin Fisher – Assistant Coach
Justin Fisher begins his third season as an Assistant Coach with the Austin 
Bruins in 2022-23. Fisher came to the Bruins after serving as an assistant 
coach for the Adrian Bulldogs club hockey team in 2019-20. The native of 
Flushing, MI, was also a five-year player for the Bulldogs as a player, 
serving as Assistant Captain in 2017-18 and Captain in 2018-19. 

Prior to playing in college, Fisher competed in the NA3HL with the Flint Jr. 
Generals and was coached by Steve Howard. Under Howard’s leadership, 
Fisher logged 54 total points in 48 games with the Jr. Generals. 

Hampus Sjödahl – Assistant Coach
Hampus Sjödahl enters his second season as an Assistant Coach with the Austin 
Bruins in 2022-23. Born in Stockholm, Sweden, Sjödahl moved to the United 
States in 2014 to play junior hockey for the Odessa Jackalopes of the North 
American Hockey League. He spent two seasons in Odessa, totaling 103 points in 
115 games, holding the franchise record for all-time goals scored. He finished his 
junior career as a part of the All-NAHL Team, South Division All-Star Team, South 
Division MVP, South Division Forward of the Year, and by attending the Dallas 
Stars Development Camp in the summer of 2016. 
  
Sjödahl continued his playing career at Bemidji State University, where he played 
four years of collegiate hockey while pursuing a degree. In his senior season, he 
was an Alternate Captain for the Beavers and graduated in the spring of 2020 
with a degree in Business Administration. 

Nick Lehr – Goaltending Coach
Nick Lehr returns for his second stint as Goaltending Coach after previously 
serving in the role for the 2018-19 season. Lehr also served as the Goalie Director 
with the Beijing Junior Kings in Beijing, China, as part of the Los Angeles Kings 
Goalie Development Program from 2019 to 2021. 

Prior to joining the Bruins in a coaching capacity, Lehr played four seasons at the 
University of Minnesota where he graduated in 2018 with a degree in Business 
and Marketing Education. The Roseville, MN, native is the most decorated 
goaltender in Austin Bruins history having played three years in a Bruins uniform 
between 2011 and 2014. He currently holds team records as a Goalie in 
appearances, minutes, fewest goals allowed, and wins in a season. He was also 
named to the NAHL All-Central team for his efforts during the 2013-14 campaign.

https://www.facebook.com/cheersliquorminnesota/




Jarred Becker - Director of 
Operations/Media Relations
Jarred enters his second season with the Bruins in 
the role of Director of Operations/Media Relations. 
Becker also serves as the Play-By-Play Broadcaster 
for the Bruins in addition to overseeing the day-to-
day operations for the Rochester Grizzlies as well as 
handling Media Relations, Graphic Design, and 
Social Media for both organizations. Those familiar 
with the Grizzlies will also recognize Becker’s voice, 
as the California native served as Color Analyst for 
Rochester during the 2019-20 and 2020-21 Seasons. 
In addition, Becker has served as the Public Address 
Announcer for the Rochester Honkers of the 
Northwoods League. A graduate of Waldorf 
University with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in 
Communication and Sports Management in 2016, 
Becker called collegiate Baseball, Softball, Hockey, 
and Wrestling before finding a home in the 
Rochester Area. He resides in Stewartville with his 
wife, Tiana, and their daughter.

Team and Gameday Staff
Athletic Trainer: Maureen Forbrook 
Team Dentists: Dr. Kurt Potach & Dr. Richard Mitchell 
Equipment Manager: Jim Seguin 
Official Scorekeeper: Ian Klingfus 
Public Address Announcer: Nate Anderson 
Light Show Operator: Dave Klingfus 
Director of Off-Ice Officials: Steve Turner 
Director of Security: Brian Blake
Official Time Keeper(s): Scott "Spokes" Schaffer & Del Bakke 
Ticket Booth Operators: Nancy and Stacy Clingman 
Game Night Assistants: Bianca Angel & Ryan Langen 
Game Night Camera Operator: Pat Lange 
Event Coordinator: Sue Stowell 
Billet Coordinator: Kim Lange 
  
  



https://www.ffmbank.com/austin
https://www.medicap-austin.com/


https://www.medicap-austin.com/
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Address: 501 2nd 
Ave NE, Austin, 

MN 55912 

Contact: Austin Bruins Hockey Club


